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partake of them. But my doubt is, whether any such
Ideas do exist To explain my objection with the
greater brevity, I shall deal with your instance of the
sun, rather than argue upon the question generally.

"There is but one sun," you say, "in the Universe;
therefore the idea of the sun, is the idea of an individual,
not of a genus."

That there is only one sun I admit; for the question
between us is not whether there be one sun or many,
but whether being but one, the idea of the sun may
nevertheless be the idea of a genus, This you seem
to me to deny; and I am not satisfied that it is
denied upon good grounds. For I apprehend that it
is not necessary to the idea of a genus, that many in-
dividuals of it should actually exist at the same time,
I am not sure, that the actual existence of any one is
necessary at any given time. All that is required is
the possibility of the existence of an indefinite number at
any time. There was a genus of man before Eve was
formed, when Adam was the only individual of the genus
in actual existence. And even before Adam was created,
the idea of man existed in the Divine mind, when not one
individual of that genus was in being. So there is but one
sun actually existing, yet there is no impossibility that
more may exist And if this sun were annihilated, the
idea of a sun would still remain in the Divine mind,
and perhaps in many inferior minds. Besides thla, if you
analyse the ideas, which you have considered as individuals,
will not each of them be found to contain a variety of
genera.. This I am sure is the case in the $un. The
sun is a round, shining body which enlightens the atmos-
phere, warms the earth, makes the regular vicissitudes of
day and night by its rising and setting, and causes the
varieties of the seasons, by its various elevations in the
sky at noon. Here ate the ideas of corporeity, round*ted into French, under the title of Histoire Lttttraim du
